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U.S. Se c re t a ry o f St a t e  Blin k e n
“People -t o -p e o p le  e xc h a n g e s  b rin g  o u r 
w o rld  c lo se r t o g e t h e r a n d  c o n ve y t h e  
b e s t  o f Am e ric a  t o  t h e  w o rld  e sp e c ia lly 
t o  it s  yo u n g  p e o p le .” 

Re m a rks  a t  St a t e  De p a rt m e n t
Ja n u a ry 27, 20 21



Mu t u a l Ed u c a t io n a l a n d  
Cu lt u ra l Exc h a n g e  Ac t  o f 19 6 1

The Beginning

In  194 5, t h e  Fu lb rig h t  Ac t  in t ro d u c e d  b y 
fre sh m a n  Se n . J . W illia m  Fu lb rig h t  fro m  
Arka n sa s  a n d  s ig n e d  in t o  la w  b y P re s id e n t  
Tru m a n  in  194 6 . Th e  b ill p ro vid e d  fo r t h e  u se  o f 
p ro c e e d s  fro m  t h e  sa le  o f su rp lu s  w a r p ro p e rt y 
t o  su p p o rt  “t h e  p ro m o t io n  o f in t e rn a t io n a l g o o d  
w ill t h ro u g h  t h e  e xc h a n g e  o f s t u d e n t s  in  t h e  
fie ld s  o f e d u c a t io n , c u lt u re , a n d  sc ie n c e .”

Th e  1961 Mu t u a l Ed u c a t io n a l a n d  Cu lt u ra l 
Exc h a n g e  Ac t , a lso  kn o w n  a s  t h e  Fu lb rig h t -Ha ys  
Ac t , w a s  in t ro d u c e d  b y Se n . Fu lb rig h t  in  t h e  
Se n a t e  a n d  Re p . Ha ys  o f O h io  in  t h e  Ho u se . Th e  
b ill c o m b in e d  se ve ra l la w s  fro m  t h e  p a s t , w h ile  
a d d in g  n e w  p ro vis io n s  t o  s t re n g t h e n  t h e  
p ro g ra m ’s  a u t h o rit y a n d  re a c h . 



Brid g e USA P ro g ra m : Ba s ic  
Ta lk in g  P o in t s
• BridgeUSA was established as part of the Mutual 

Educational and Cultural Exchange Act in 1961, 
previously known as the Fulbright -Hays Act

• The Exchange Visitor (J) non -immigrant visa 
category is for individuals approved to participate 
in work and study based exchange

• The J -1 visa provides numerous opportunities to 
international students looking to travel and gain 
experience in the U.S. 

• As part of the Summer Work Travel program, 
college and university students enrolled full -time 
and pursuing studies at post -secondary accredited 
academic institutions located outside the United 
States come to the U.S. 



FY24 Amendment #133: 
Elim in a t e s  Ed  a n d  
Cu lt u ra l Exch a n g e  
P rog ra m  Fu n d in g

Se n . Big g s’ (AZ) 
a m e n d m e n t  w ill like ly 
re ce ive  a  vo t e  b e fo re  
t h e  e n d  o f t h is  w e e k.

Th e  a m e n d m e n t  w ou ld  
ze ro  o u t  t h e  b u d g e t  fo r 
a ll St a t e  De p a rt m e n t  
Ed u ca t ion a l a n d  
Cu lt u ra l P ro g ra m s.

H.Re s. 4 8 1 – Su p p o rt in g  
Brid g e USA

Re p . Moore  (UT) 
in t rod u ce d  Re so lu t ion  
in  Ju n e  t h a t  h ig h lig h t s  
t h e  im p ort a n ce  o f 
Brid g e USA, it s  
e con om ic  im p a c t  fo r 
Am e rica n  b u sin e sse s  
a n d  a  su p p o rt  fo r 
e xp a n d in g  U.S. p u b lic  
d ip lom a cy.

Brid g e USA Su p p o rt  
Le t t e r from  Gove rn o rs

Gov. Su n u n u  (NH) 
p e n n e d  le t t e r in  su p p o rt  
o f Brid g e USA t h a t  
h ig h lig h t s  t h re e  p rio rit ie s  
fo r s t a t s  a n d  loca l 
b u sin e sse s:
1) Mod e rn izin g  St a t e  
De p a rt m e n t  P ro ce sse s
2) Visa  P roce ssin g   a n d  
Co m m u n ica t io n  w /St a t e s  
3) Exp a n d  P rog ra m  in  
Fa ce  o f In c re a se d  
De m a n d

W h a t ’s  Ha p p e n in g  No w : 
Co n g re s s  & St a t e s  



Brid g e USA P ro g ra m  
Fu n d in g  Th re a t  & 
Ca ll t o  Ac t io n





Id e a s  t o  Co n s id e r  W h e n  Cra ft in g  Yo u r St o ry

Introduce Yourself: Why 
Are  You  He re ?

J-1 Non -Im m ig ra n t  Visa  
vs. Ot h e r Visa  Typ e s

Wh o  Is In  Th e  Me e t in g ?: 
Po licy Prio rit ie s? 

Com m it t e e  Me m b e rsh ip ?

How  Doe s You r Bu sin e ss 
Use  Su m m e r Work Tra ve l?

De sc rib e /Exp la in  
Brid g e USA

How  Doe s t h e  Prog ra m  
Im p a c t  You r Com m u n it y? 

How  Doe s SWT su p p ort  
Pu b lic  Dip lom a cy?

How  Ca n  You r 
Con g re ssp e rson  He lp ?

Are  Th e re  An y Po licy 
Con ce rn s o r Th re a t s?

Are  Th e re  Un iq u e  SWT 
Issu e s In  You r St a t e ?

How  Ca n  You r Bu sin e ss 
He lp  t h e  Con g re ssp e rson ?

Sh a re  You r SWT St o rie s 
a n d  Ce le b ra t ion s.



Congressional Balance 
a n d  Le a d e rsh ip

Ho u se  is  a  t o ssu p  w it h  
s lig h t  a d va n t a g e s  
d e p e n d in g  on  h ow  t h e  
re m a in d e r o f 20 23 
sh a ke s  o u t  a n d  e a rly 
20 24 . De m s co u ld  flip  5 
se a t s  t o  w in  Ho u se . 
(Cu rre n t ly 222-212 
b a la n ce )

Se n a t e  GOP  h a s  ch a n ce  
t o  flip  ch a m b e r w it h  2 
se a t s  (if P re s  s t a ys  
De m .).

P re sid e n t ia l Ele c t ion

Bid e n /De m ocra t ic  w in  
w ou ld  co n t in u e  s low  
ru le  ch a n g e , su p p o rt  fo r 
d ip lom a cy a n d  d ive rs it y

Tru m p /Re p u b lica n  w in  
w ou ld  like ly b rin g  
fu n d in g  a n d  s t a ffin g  
cu t b a cks a c ro ss  t h e  
b oa rd  fo r t h e  St a t e  a n d  
Ed  De p t s . Like ly, t oo , 
fa ce  n a t ion a lism , 
iso la t ion ism , le ss  g ov’t , 
p ro -d e fe n se  b u d g e t , 
le ss  cu lt u ra l e xch a n g e

Brid g e USA Su p p o rt  from  
Go ve rn o rs , Ch a m b e rs , 
a n d  Assoc ia t ion s

Cu rre n t ly, t h e  
g ove rn o rsh ip s  a re  n e a rly 
e ve n  w it h  26  Re p u b lica n s  
a n d  24  De m ocra t s . 

11 s t a t e s  w ill h o ld  
g u b e rn a t o ria l e le c t ion s  in  
20 24 .

W h a t ’s  Ah e a d : 20 24  Ele c t io n s



Good  Lu ck!
Contact  
Information
As e n it h  Dixo n  
4 0 4 -337-3979

Ca s e y Ha rt n e t t  
4 12-8 74 -5193

En joy 
You rse lf!
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